Interview with Mr Allen
Year 8 Coordinator

1. Why is Year 8 an important year for students?

Year 8 is the transition year where students make the |
move from Primary school to High School. It is important &
that they get a good grounding in the way secondary §
school operates. It is quite different going from having one |
or two teachers to coming into contact with six quite
different teachers. The way the school year is organized
with lessons every fifty minutes, the bell rings, the
students have to pack up and move on to something else.
It is quite different getting used to the way different
teachers operate and the way subjects are organized. It is
very important that students come to High School and that
they become familiar with all the differences and make the
adjustments so by the time they get to Year 11 and 12
they are going to be successful.

2. What do you do as a Year level coordinator?

Generally my responsibility is to ensure the smooth running of the Year 8 group of students. This
starts at the middle of the year and I'm already thinking about next year. We have to organize with
Ms Reimann the Open Night that publicizes the school and tells parents how we operate. Then by
the end of the year we have got our 100 or so students who have applied to come to us. Ms
Reimann and | organize another Parent Night where we explain what happens in Year 8 in a lot
more detail. We go over to the Primary Schools and talk to the teachers and we get a lot of
information about students so when they come to us we know all about them. We know them as
individuals rather than just names. Then the year proper starts, when we make sure their
timetables are working and from then on | help teachers with any problems that may arise. If
students are naughty then | can help teachers settle those problems. | am often the person that
contacts parents to let them know how their son or daughter is going. | organize assemblies
through the year for Year 8 students to give out certificates or to invite guest speakers.

3. What has been some of the positive and negative things that have happened to you as a
Year Level Coordinator?

The positive things are seeing students grow and develop. | think Year 8 is the year when they
come to us as fairly young, almost immature children. By the end of Year 8 they are beginning to
become young adults. It is really pleasing to see students settle in and develop, meet with
successes and see themselves as able to cope with Year 11 and 12. Now the negative things—
there are not too many negative things but there are always little jobs that you have to run around
checking. These include checking students attendance, making sure they are in uniform, that they
are being cooperative for teachers. The negative things are fairly minor when you weigh up the
positives.
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4. What are some of the transition programs that exist in this school to help Year 8
students settle into High School?

We have a number of programs as | said. We hold a Parent/Teacher Night to make sure parents
know what is happening in the school. We go around to the primary schools and have really good
talks with the primary school teachers and find out all about our students. We send students to
primary schools so they meet secondary students. Sometimes | take Year 8s to speak to the Year
7, 6 and 5 students. Ms Rycroft takes the school band to primary schools to perform. Sometimes
people like Mr Bullard invite primary school students to come in and do science lessons in our labs.
We have an Orientation Day for year 7s in December where we invite all of the new students to
come in and spend half a day at school. You'll remember that! We had a barbecue. You had your
ID photograph taken. You met your Home Group teacher and you had some lessons just to geta
feel of how the school operates.

Then at the beginning of the year, we have Peer Support, where the Year 11 student wok with
small groups of Year 8s getting to know them, familiarizing them with how the school operates,
playing get to know you activities. After that we take all the students rock climbing so that they can
socialise, meet the challenges of something new and have a new experience.

Interviewed by Alex Dawe




Year 8 SURVEY

Most Likely To Succeed:

Male: Alan Johnson
Female: Krystal Risely

Most Popular
Male: Brad Chiswel
Female: lvana Aligrudic

Best Personality:
Male: Alan Johnson
Female: lvana Aligrudic

Funniest Person
Male: Joe White
Female: Nicole Durham

Best Looking

Male: Matt Sporn
Female: lvana Aligrudic

Best Sportsperson:
Male: Matt Sporn
Female: Naomi Edwards

Quietest Person:
Male: Adrian Cotterell
Female; Carlin Garrott

Loudest Person:
Male: Matt Sporn
Female: Alex Apostolakis

Favorite Teacher: .

Male: Mr Bullard
Female: Ms Castine

Biggest Flirt:

Male: Luke Pannell
Female: Naomi Edwards
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YEAR 8 INTERVIEWS

How do you feel about winning this award?
KRYSTAL.: Fine, | enjoy it a lot.

NAOMI: Good! | feel happy and proud.
ALAN: Pretty good. | enjoy it.

How’s High School been so far for you this year?

KRYSTAL: It's been fun.

NAOMI: It's been good because there’s fun things to do, and | like changing lessons.
ALAN: Not very hard, it's been all right.

| How is High School different from Primary School, and where would you rather be?

KRYSTAL.: | would rather be at High School because it's different, and there are more subjects.
NAOMI: | would rather be at High School because at Primary School you have all the little
receptionists and at High School there’s no one to annoy you.

ALAN: It's better than Primary school, because you have different teachers for every lesson.

What do you hope to do when you finish High School?
KRYSTAL: I'd like to be a student counsellor.

NAOMI: | want to go to University and become a teacher.
ALAN: | want to be an architect.

What are some of your interests?

KRYSTAL.: | like music, going to the movies, and my favorite subject is technology.
NAOMI: | like Sport and my favorite subject is Maths.

. JALAN: Art, music, computers and | play Basketball.
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YEAR 9 SURVEY

Most Hyperactive:
Male: Andrew Davies
Female: Shannon Colle:

Most likely to succeed:
Male: Luke Brosz
Female: Joanna Satrazemis

N Loudest person:
Male: Ben Vivien Male: Emmanuel Scali
Female: Milijana Stojadinovic "B Female: Alex Calpaldo

Quietest person:
Male: Martin Truong
Female: Cindy Jesser

Best looking:
Male: Paul Nicolaou
Female: Melanie Sarris

£

Biggest Flirt:
Male: Mark Reid
Female: Jana Parish

Best Personality:
Male: Luke Rogers
Female: Carly Lowe

Favorite Teacher:
Male: Mr Burger
Female: Mrs Rycroft

Funniest Person:
Male: Chris Braham
Female: Lisa Pellegrino
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Year 10 SURVEY

Teacher’s Pet:
Male: Jake Darcy
Female: Carla Opie

Most Likely To Succeed:
Male: Reuben Harwood
Female: Heidi Rosato

Funniest Person: 3 Quietest Person:
Male: Hayden Russell Anthony O'Neil Male: Monty Jackson
Female: Kara Muscat Female: Angela Tolari

Best Personality: h o  Loudest Person:
Male: Sean Robertson Anthony O'Neill Male: Sean Robertson
Female: Connie Hagidimitriou Female: Kameelah Zaman

Most Memorable Hairstyle:
Male: Luca Falcone
Female: Elena Savvas

Most Popular:
Male: Sean Robertson
Female: Connie Hagidimitriou

Favorite Teacher:
Male: Mr Provis
Female: Ms Morrell

Best Looking:
Male: Sean Robertson

Female: Lauren Dajka

Most Hyperactive:
Male: Alex Dawe
Female: Tracy Reed

Biggest Flirt:
Male: Sandro Franco

Female: Lisa Arthur

***\\Who wrote this — Sean Robertson or Connie Hagidimitriou???????
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of the world walks out.
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All'the things we achieve are things we have
first of all imagined and then made happen.

=3 David Malouf, b. 1934
Australian writer




